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Reply to office action 
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10/045,250 





□ URGL-NT X FOR RKVIEW □ PLEASK COMMKNT □ PLKAS1Z RKPLY □ PL K ASK RECYCLE 



NOTKS /COMMENTS: 



Dear Mr. Layno: 

In my reply to your OA of 9/2004 (App. No. 10/045,250) that I just sent in by fax, I 
inadvertently left out the office action itself as promised. 

So, I'm including it here and it will be in the package I mail tomorrow, as well. 
Best regards, _ 
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Pleas* find below and/or attached an Office commimioation concerning this application or proceeding. 
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Office Action Summary 



AppUc*Jon No. 

10/045.250 
"SSSiintr ' 



Applicants} 

TAYLOR. WIUJAM ARTHUR 



Art Unit 
3712 



CENTRAL 



iSSj^BSSSSSpSSMff^" •~«.~»"*»™»« FEB 

Status 

*>□ Responsive to oomniuntoalion(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action Is PINAL 2b)B This artlon Is non-flnal. 

S,TO T thls ePP"«>t'™ * * condition for allow*™ axes* for formal matters, prc**u^ aa to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ek parte Quayto. 1935 CD. 11, 463 o.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) H Claim<s) jtiifi la/ere pending In tris appliostion. 

4a) Of tha above dalm(s) Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D CMmfe) it/are allowed. 

6) H Clolm(«)JJ5 is/are /^iootBd. 

7) 0 CIalm(a) Is/are objected to. 

a)Q Clalm(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papara 

9)D The spscifioBtian Is objeetad to by iha Examiner. 

10)D The drawings) filed on Is/ere: aoeepted or bQ objected to by tha Examiner. 

Applicant may not isqusst that any objection to tw drawing^ be held fat abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 *stA 

1 !>□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 36 U.S.C. 1 11 9 

120 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 US.C. § 1 19feWd> or fn. 
ed/Mi bO some 'OQ None oft " ' w 

1. D CertWed copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. Q copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have bean received In this National stage 
eppeeatfon from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(e)). 

■ See the attached detailed Office action for 0 Hat of tha certified copies not received. 



ftSGEiVED 

FAX CENTER 



3 8 2005 



Attwhm*itt(s) 

1) H Nate of FUtotnctt C8*4 |PTO-832) 

2) □ Notai of tafepcrsofl'a Potent Drawing Rovta»ffTO*48) 

3) El Informs** Dteetotuno Stafinman!(f) (PTO-144* « PTO&Bm 



43 □ Intonrfaw Bummary (PT0-4ia> 

Nope* of interna] Patent Ap pica ton <ptoi&2) 
Qft«: . 



PTOl (Rw. 1-04) 



Offiot Action Sumfrwy 



Part of Piper rfojftkf Date 060904 
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Application/Control Number 10/045,230 d * 

Art Unit: 3712 S6 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim fto/octlont - 35 USC f 102 

1. The fallowing is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in thts Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unloss — 

■^ffi^elTu£^ ,, l £ r > 8 f «* Pa^t published undersecfion 122(b), by 

? 4 5*! » nava 1,18 eTtBCts tor purposes qf (tils subsection of sn aDDflcatlon Nad rn th a i Ikim 

2. Claims 1 . 3-5, 7 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated 
by Miliar. 

The patent to MWer discloses a method of playing blackjack, using traditional 
playing carts, where at least one different winning player point ecore pays a different 
award, see table in column 5, lines 21-36. The table may be Interpreted aa: 

BfiSlsOajaj . Eeyout 

If the player beats 17 = (Beat the Dealer with point score of 18) 2:1 
If the player beats 18 = (Beat me Dealer witn point score of 19) 3:1 
If the player beats 18 * (Beat the Dealer with point score of 20) 5:1 
if the piayer beats 20 KBeat ma Dealer with point score of 21) 11:1 

Miller game may be played on an electronic gambling device, column 5. line 67 to 
column 6, line 3. 
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In regard to claim 5. Miller recites that the conditional rules of Blackjack are 
followed, col. 3, line 66 to column 4. Ilne12, wherein a Winning BlacKjack pays 3 to 2. 
Blackjack by definition ie a twocard hand of an Ace arjl a Ten value card forming a 
hard point total of 21 . The winning point total of 21 shown in the table above 
Inherently Includes soft point totals, which has a different payback 1 1 :1 than the 
hard point total of 21. 



Vancura. 



Claims 10 and 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.B.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 



II 



ifjmlch forms the basis for an 



The patent to Vancura discloses a method of placing blackjack, using traditional 
playing cards, comprising the steps of paying cash on areas 18, 20 for the right to play, 
and a player receiving a different award for the numbW jjf cards taken (hits) to make up 
the player's point score, see pay table in Fig. 3. The pl B : yer may be paid for a losing 
(bust) hand, col. 5, lines 6 1 -64. > . 

Claim Rejection* . 35 (JSC jf f 03 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: \ 

invention wtsa made to a person having «dneiy akffl En the^to^ic^w»Ai«2 

PatoMty shall rvotbaru^dby th« m2Kl 5H tS^SS . ^ ****** 

5. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Vancura 

in view of Miller. j !•'■ 

I J 

in view of Miller's teaching of electronic blackjacj< gambling devices above. It 
would have been obvious to provide an electronic gajnLg device version of Vaneura's 
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7. 



game! This modlflcat.cn would have made Vancura'i g|me mo* attractive to p , ayer3 
who are more comfortable playing electronic gambling devices. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (/Scj f 
6. The following is a quotation of the second paraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

Claims MSm rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112! ^ cond paragraph, as being 
Incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omissioji Counting to a gap between the 
steps, See MPEPf 2172.01. The omitted steps are! jj»p. that a dealer and players 
must perform In order to cany out game play such as' i ich player placing a wager", 'e 
dealer dealing two cards to each player, daaHng two ciL to the dealer", "allowing ' 
each player to take additional carts, as desired*, etc.'^e the claims of Miller and 
Vancura, 



8. 



The following Is a quotation of the first paragrap| of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The spwMeaten ttm contain a written dsttrtotlon of On ikJli i«m . t r «. 

oft to which rt pertains, or with which It fa mrw w»wo any person swlkd m the 

** forth ae sett mods iheiWro^ffl 

Ml out hla Invention! Mm ° or>d 8h * W 
9. Clalms2,6. 10and 11 are rejected under 35 uU C. 112. first paragraph, as 
faying to comply with the enablement requirement. Th|Laim(e) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification In such i |y as to enable one skilled in 
the art to which it pertains, or with which rt j. most ^connected, to make and/or use 
the invention. In regard to claims 2. 6, and 1 1 . h is not |L r from reading the 
specification howthe expected wluaof ihidainiedgaiLeanaxi^ 100%. ifcteimed 



.1 ! 
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| ealer (casino) is losing money 



game has an expected value that exceeds 100%, then \ 
for that game. The claimed game would not be profita$ 9. 

Furthermore, in claim 10 the claimed -achtevino'l pre-defined status in a player's 
club" is not recited in the specification. 

' Drawings , 

10. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFK 1.8 [a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the Invention specified in the claims. J erefore, the "electronic 
gambling device", "traditional playing cards' and a flow hart Illustrating the steps of the 



I from the claim(e). No new 



method of play, must be shown or the feature(s) cane 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets In compliance with 37[lfFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the ttplication. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should Include all of the fljes appearing on the Immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is beirl amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled j& "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure muet be rerno|d from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be rejjumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several vie 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may bene 
of the remaining figures. The replacement sheets) sri 
Sheef In tie page header (as per 37. bFR 1 .84(c)) so 



the drawing figures. If the changes ire not accepted by 



i 

H'l 

•i 
■• i 

!|. 
: i 

: 1 



t ■ I 
I.' 



of the drawings fa- 
iry to show the renumbering 
|d be labeled "Replacement 
• not to obstruct any portion of 
' examiner, the applicant will 
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in the next Office action. The 



Any inquiry concerning this c^hfununlcatton or eauer communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Benjamin H. Layno »J» telephone number is (703) 
308-1815. The examiner can nomdy be reached onlonday-Frtday, 1st Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach toe exarnjper by telephone Je unsuccessful, the examiner's 



Business Center (EBC) at 866-217^97 (toll-free). 



745. The fox phone number tor 



supervisor. Derria Banks can be reached on (703) : 

the organization where this application or proceeding Assigned Is 703*72-0306. 

Information regarding theaters of an applteatto maybe obtained from toe 

Patent Application Informatton Retrieval (PAIR) system Stalue Information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Prt rte PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status Information for unpublished applications is avail >le through Private PAIR only. 

For more irrformatlon about the PAl|system. see http; jaiNdlrectuspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the; Private PAIR syst ri, contact the Bectronic 



bhl 



'i! 




H.lJync 



imln h. Layno 
ary Examiner 
nlt3712 
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